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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION V

DATE: SEP 6 1985

SUBJECT: Immediate Removal Request for the U.S.
Scrap Site, Chicago, Illinois

FROM: Briand C. Wu, On-Scene Coordinat (;§Ziv

" Western Response Unit (5HR-11/E RU) j{
7O yaldas V. Adamkus /[/l/, ﬂ,Oq(g
Regional Administrator {5RA) '

THRU: Basil G. Constantelos,
Waste Management Divisi

PURPOSE

This is to request confirmation of your verbal approval to expend $100,000
in order to extinguish the fire & smoke emanating from the ground at the
U.S. Scrap site in Chicago, I1linois and your approval for an increase to
$200,000. The site is a waste disposal facility which shut down during
the late 1970's. Verbal approval to initiate emergency action was given
on August 16, 1985.:

BACKGROUND

On August 16, 1985, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
responded to a request by the Il11inois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA) to investigate the fire at the U.S. Scrap site. Site inspection
indicated that there is an environmental risk at the site. There are
three locations where smoke was emanating from the ground. The first
area is approximately 20'x 60' at the north end of the site, the second
area is approximately 100'x 200' at the south end of the site, while the
third area is approximately 20'x 20' at the southwest corner of the
site. _

HNU meter, explosion meter, oxygen meter and Dreager tube readings directly
over the smoke (approximately 6 inches above the ground) indicated that
there were: 50-80 ppm of organics, 15 ppm of H»S, LEL at 6%, Oxygen

level at 16% (normal is 20.5% and anything less than 18% requires bottled
air), HCN positive and 2 ppm of HCL.

Evaluation of the results, the condition of the smoke emanating from the
ground, the organic vapor on the site, and information provided by the
IEPA regarding the past operations of the site indicated that there is
an underground fire and organic solvents and paint waste are buried on
the site. ' : :

The site, which has no security, constitutes a hazard to public health

and welfare by threat of fire and explosion, and by direct contact to
hazardous materials.

EPA FORM 1320-6 (REV. 3-78)



Information obtained from former workers on the site indicates that
shock sensitive materials (most probably ethers) are buried in drums in
the railroad embankment which forms the west edge of the site. There
are approximately 180-200 such drums reported in the railroad embank-
ment.

'PROPOSED ACTION

The initial action taken in response to the fire was to cover the areas
emitting smoke with a 2-foot clay cap in order to deprive the fire of
oxygen and the installation of temperature probes in the area to monitor
the progress of the fire. We have also been conducting infrared overflights
on a biweekly basis. Both the temperature probes and the infrared photo-
graphy indicate that the fires are out or are receding. Additional clay

was spread to cover hot areas revealed by the infrared outside of the
original clay cap. '

The following actions are proposed to provide site security.

1. The construction of an 8-foot chain 1link fence on the west and
north sides of the site.

2. Continued monitoring of the fire including 10 additional
probes and biweekly infrared overflights.

3. Appropriate magnitometer and or resistivity studies to locate
the drums in the railroad embankment.

The costs to date are approximately $90,000. We are requesting your
approval for $200,000 at this time to cover the fence, the clay cap,
the monitoring and the surveys to locate the drums.

After the drums have been located a detailed estimate of the cost
of excavation and disposal will be prepared. We anticipate that this
will cost $250,000 - $300,000.

ENFORCEMENT

One of the owners of the site is Mr. Steve Martell. A responsible party
search is in progress. Through his attorney, Mr. Martell was given
verbal and written notice to secure the site, extinguish the underground
burning and to remove the materials causing the fire. Mr. Martell,
through his attorney, declined to perform any of these activities. He
verbally agreed to pay for fencing the site but requested that EPA do
the work.



REGIONAL RECOMMENDATION

Based on the nature of the threat present at the U.S. Scrap site, I
recommend your approval of the expenditure of $200,000 in order to
. temporarily contain the smoke emanating from the ground and provide

- T time for a complete site evaluation and a responsible party search.

You may approve or disapprpve by signing below.

R

Approve: A(}M&%& \Ql/(l'vw\k/ ' Date: Q/g(? jg{

Disapprove: ' Date:

Enclosure
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ST UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

, _ . REGION V . -~
. oare  SET U 773g5 * E 7’
susUECT Cetltng Increase Reques® ‘nr ‘rmegracs Qamoval A."_.‘(\n.( ar ‘
the U.S. Scrap Site, Chicana, 1% ncrs - ACTION MEMORANDUM
fmom Briand C. wu G(/ W : ' - iR
- On-Scene Coord '._._. _ D - _ .

TO vaTdas v Adamkys

Reqional Aa._yns ﬁé:
é v o

Uaste Managewert Divi s'on

T _'PURPOSE rLEmL b R
. o« L T L T »
. - tThs 1\\20 request appro'vah tp, expend Superfund resources td Vemove
ST - - and dispose of approximately ‘400 drums wNiCh are buried in tipe ratlroad
&y “embankment immediately west of the.landf11] and .which are bel feved to
el containethers which are shock sensitive, A ¢ eiHng increfse of

- g $500,000 15\ requested to carry out this phase of the rasdval action. .
. : 0

a. ) : . ,
¢ . . .o o .

i BACKGROUND L .

- ' h\ . . L) - : -

e ' . On August 16}, 1985, the U.S. Environmental Prptection Agency responded to L

E%; - “oda request byithe l!Hnois Enviromntll\ Prot on Agency to investigate o
U.S. Scrap Site, On that date,/ you gave vérba) approval to: :

A A T artre st t
e : . expend $100, to control the fires on the/site. A confirming action-

' meworandum for\ $200,000 Wit approved on Séptember 6, 1985, to contra) the .
fire, provide §ite security by fenct nd to majintain temperature mont .
toring on the te, . . :

Duiing thiy rﬂu\ action, mern individuals who had worked at ‘the
site warned ys to avold the drums in the railrosd embankment because
they contain shock sensitive matgrials that could explode 1f they are
. disturbed. Nany. of these drums tain Taboratory packs. The [1linols \
. Reseerch Wospita), Unfversity of 111inols, provided.s 1ist of chemica) .
.. " westey thet.they typically produce which includes shock semsitive compownds . i
S ., 9EER o8 tatPolydrofren (TOF). and ethers. TOF {s unstidle when exposed o
-t sfw and can enplode violemly, Ethers, when stored for o long pertod, -
L forve-crpotats shich are enstadle and con onldo when disturdbed, The .

_ (RS Surted 1a.the raflroed evbankment are delieved to comtatn 'lMtory
S pocks® Which #he cotlections of miscellaneous chawicals end wastes discarded’
S Y by the . Thete sre in Tes or small Containers ond there -

' . Ay 0o hundreds in esch drwm. contents of ‘seme contaiders mey be-
. 1eumifiadle tobels; , some containers 8y not contain what
were orig n"y.!‘cnol for. ldentifying the cantents of
1n0r 13 very expensive and Nagardous since 1t requires hondling of

shotk sensitive meterials. Oruss have been nnul by eronton {n |
' been scivned for
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THREAT 4
The presence of shock sensitive materials in the railroad embankment * - -

constitutes an immediate and Significant risk of harm to human 1ife

and health throggh fire and/or explogion. The site, therefore, meets the
requirements of paragraph 300.64 of the National Contingency Plan-for
immediate removal action, .

PROPOSED ACTION . 5

Overlying sofls will be carefully removed from areas where the presence

of drums is indicated, Exposed drums will be removed with a remote drum
grappler equipped with explosion shields.. The drums will be staged. Any
drum that 1s broken or in weak condition will be immedfately overpacked.

Each drum, if ’ﬁécessary, will be detonated individually, Residua)
materials will be sampled for compatibility and "disposal. Compatidble * .
matertals will be bulked and either landfilled or 1nc1nerated depending -, :

on tneir cmpositfon

" Detonation sites if needed, will be selected by the. 0SC 1n areas remote

from any hot spots or areas where organic vapors are being emitted.

Detonation sites wil) be lined pits and/or ditched aress which are properly
bunkered. to contatn the explosions. ‘ (,\t . .
Afr monitoring programs have already been eltabllshed under the or191 nal

action to contain the fire and secure the sii, These 'programs

and site security will be maintained and enhlnced to assure that any

'_ environmental ispacts are mitigated, ' . T
SUNPARY OF COSTS ' . ' .
t\‘ ) Current cmms' )  Proposed Ceilings
: 'Clm\tntnctors - $150,000 $550,000 3
- Intremeral: \ « 25,000 _ . 60,000 \
TAT: : , 25,000 90000 .
\ ’ P
- ToesV. fitng  $200,000 .. $700,000
. ::‘ '-_-.'-"_.' 'E:.’_ . . . -’ . . BN
., hestetel. . ‘ :
\ fh‘h i3 Wt on the National Priortties List. !th scoﬂu’ v
-_nf)ﬂ" beltow.that required for Hsting. L . .
S bog ' \ : ' .ot




. Approve: '.%@;Dne: Z/lo‘r '
o : egona nistr&tor ’ ( .

-3-
Enforcement

Verbal notlycation was given to a potential responsible party for the .
site work approved to date, Verbal notification will also be given for X
this phase of the removal action. ° T

Regional Recommendation

«“

To eliminate the .continying threat posed to the nearby public and the
"environment consistent with the immediaté removal criterfa contained in
. section 300.65 of the National Contingency Plan, | recommend you

approve this $500,000 ceiling increase request, of which $400,000 will

by utflized by the private cleanup contracter to continue ongoing removal
actions and to excavate and dispose of materials buried along the railroad
embankment, The remaining $100,000 will be used for mission support and
intramural expenses, Your approval will rafse the total project cefling
from $200,000 to $700,000. You may Andicate your approval or disapprova!l
by sfgning below. . T L

L3

Disapprove: ' Date:
: Reglional AdmTnistratgsr

R




UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION YV

) Y
®
DATE: AR 20 1986

SUBJECT.  Six-Month Time Exemption to Allow the Continuatinn of Removal Activity
) at the U.S. Scrap Site, Chlcago. 11 1nots - ACTION MEMORANDUM

. : rmos:  Briand C. W yx
‘ . Scene Coordinator
' L Valdas V.-t Adamkus
- Reqiona) Administrator’

" U TrvRy: Bast*G. Constantelos
i *  Waste Msnagement Divi

ISSUE

_ Cont1nued response actions of 3 ‘duration greater than 6 months cannot
be undertaken unless an exemption to Section 104(c) of the Camprehensive
. * * Envirormental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 {CERCLA)
o 1s granted, The initial .response action of the U.S. 'Scrap.Site, Chicago, -
[M1nois, took Mace In Augest 1985; the G-morth time 1imit expired in
February 1986. - , '

" STATUTORY CRITERIA L N

y * Section 104(c) of CERCLA 1imits Federal amergency mrifyponse to 6 months CLE
in duretion unless three criterfa are met: ()) continued response actions
are famediately required to mitigate an amergency; (2) there {s an immediate

: ri%k to public health and the enviromment; and (3) such assistance will not

[N oth{rliso be provided on a timely basis, . .

Y o ~r L e
Dl m ) :

5 The mma States Enviromental Prote“\‘on Agency initiated rgency action

.. U8 August 18, 1985, to exterminate an unddrground fire, removal and disposal

of ‘shack sensttive materials on the raflroad embankment at U.S. Scrap

ek ws: nppnvcd verbally on August 18, 1988,

_w response actions are tmmediately required to nmgato m
Due ‘to the difficulties involved in locating a proper
"M\ site for the wste materfal, this resoval actdon-cemnot be "R

wu February. 1986, ' It 13 nmclgf“ed tMt dﬂpoul of the
mz__ a1 wi1T De completed by Mey 1

are1s - ‘famedtite M3k to public health and the emvirdraint, The
sieteris) cannot bi.stored on the site indefinftely withowt enmq -
arisk to pudite n}? and tM environmnt. -

«.@3} S
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3. Such assistance will not otherwise be provided on a timely basis, We

N \ . are making every eYfort to arrange for dispbsal, but RCRA reqgulations
AR . and limited availability of disposal facilities make it impossible to
N S complete the action on a timely basis. _ .

‘ ! . . ’
RECOMMENDATION N

Because conditfons at,_the site meet the CERCLA 104(c) criteria, I recommend’
» that you 2 pcove en exemption from the 6-month kime limit to allow continued .

. _ removal ac 1vit1es at, the lndiana _Refinery site. g
" \..un“ - / ) . : ’ ’ ’
- APPROVE: W DATE: -3%0 86 .

'

DISAPPROVE . | :
' . NESTORAL AOWTNTSYRATOR — —

’- .
1 ’

o A

-




